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in the middle 1800's, a slave named
Shadrack Hannibal decided to jump ship
and head for Nassau. He had heard that
England had declared slavery illegal in
its colonies, and he wanted to be free.
A talented man, he had risen to the po-
sition of Captain of his master's trading
schooner. When he had his opportunity.
to get to Nassau, he turned the ship over
to the mate to return, and he was able to
make his escape successfully. This act
was to have a great effect on the history
ot Key West.-

After the Civil War was over, Shad-
rack, his wife Matilda, and his children
came to Key West. He had a homestead in
Nassau but he had heard that conditions
were even better here. The family stayed
here until 1882 and then returned to the
homestead in Nassau.

I'he parents and children (James , "Jimmy"'

Samuel "Sammy', Jeremiah "Jerry", Joseph
"Joe'' , Purcilla, Eva, and Cecelia) re-
turned to Key West in the 1890's and
settled down here.

The sons, "Jimmy,'" "Sammy,'" "Jerry,"
and "“Joe," all had learned trades, and Key
West became the beneficiary of the ex-
cellent work that they did. The parti-
cular skill of the brothers that was most
in demand was masonry work. All four
brothers were noted for their work with
stone, but like many of the craftsmen of
that day they were proficient carpenters
and plasterers.

Alfred Evans, Sr., remembers that
the Hannibal brothers worked on many,
many buildings here in town.” The broth-
ers were very close, and when one was
working at a job he would often get his
brothers to work alongside him. WAll
four brothers, for example, worked on
building ‘the beautiful Zion A.M.E. Church
at the corner of Whitehead and Angela.
And when "Joe" was the contractor on the
Bethel A.M.E. Zion church at the corner
of Thomas and Truman, his brothers came
and helped him. Une cannot talk of
churches and the Hannibals without
mentioning the glowing achievement of
"Joe,' which was the designing and the
constructing of the lovely, lovely St.
Peter's Church on Centre Street.

"Joe," who was born in Key West in
1873, was raised a Methodist 1like his
brothers and sisters. His second wife,
Vivian, an Episcopalian, influenced his
decision to change churches, and he be-
came a stellar member of what was then
St. Alban's Episcopal. Church, which was
down near the water at the foot of Thom-
as Street. The hurricane of 1910 ruinéd
the church, and for a number of years
the congregation worshipped in the wood-
en building on Centre Street that. is now
the Parish Hall for St. Peter's.

The congregation, under the mini-
stership of a Father Lewis, bought the
land across the street and in 1923 began
to build the church.,  "Joe" was the con-
tractor in charge of the job. - He was
also the designer, ‘

- During his years in Nassau, "Joe"
had much appreciated the beauty of the
cathedral there. Accordingly, when it
was up .to him to design the new church,
he decided to make it like the one he
admired as a boy.

His drawings met the building code
and the project was under way.

- Mr. Evans, who was then working on
the Trinity Presbyterian Church on Simon-
ton Street, remembered being asked by

"Joe” playing at the wedding of "Miss" Jessie's daughter

-~

"Joe" about the doors of the original.
Trinity Church. '"Joe' had 1iked them
and ultimately designed the front doors
of St. Peter's after the doors of the
other church. Mr. Evans said that some

“of the carpenters working on the St.
Peter's job included Pat Gabriel, Albert

Kelley, and Frank Perkins. When money
problems arose at the Trinity job, some
quthe workers switched over to "Joe's"
job. :

. A sub-contractor, Mr. Jot Wake,
suggested to "Joe'" that they buy a brick
making machine to save money. Enver
Hannibal Young, "Joe's" daughter, re-
members all the kids helping make the
brick with this machine. .'Joe" had a
special '"recipe" for mixing the silica
sand and cement that gave the brick its
lovely gray look. Miss Simone Dean
spoke of the members picking up the dis-
carded brick from Duval Street when it
was being repaved and bringing those
bricks to the job site to be used for
the -foundation., - T
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A special "Brick Sunday' was called
for by Father Lewis, and all the little

children brought bricks on this day, and.

they were blessed by the Father. Out of
this experience grew the Brick Workers
Guild which was founded by Salome Dean's
mother. A beautiful stained glass window
was donated by the guild to the church,
and it is in the church today.

) Miss Dean said that "Joe" was part-
icularly proud of the ceiling of the
church. One can see why when he enters
the church and looks up. Beautiful
soaring wooden trusses criss-cross that
celling creating a splendid visual treat.

The towers at St. Paul's
worked on by "Joe" as well. thxgghaygge
a fine carpenter. He built cabinets in
Hemingway's kitchen, and often Hemingway
would_walk over to '"Joe's" house looking
for him to do work at his house. Build-

.ing, however, wasn't the only service
"Joe' was also

that Hemingway was after.
was much in demand
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to play at parties. Enver recalled one
.time that the writer came over looking
for her daddy to play his guitar at a
social, and her daddy told Hemingway that
he was sorry but his guitar wasn't fixed
right and he couldn't play. Hemingway
told him not to worry, and if "Joe' would
play for him he would bring him a nice
guitar from Havana. '"Joe" agreed, and
Hemingway brought the guitar back with .
him and gave it to "Joe." (Enver still
has it).
Music, music, music. On this mar-
velous island just a short time ago there
was so much live music. '"Joe'" was an
exceptionally talented man musically.
He had studied with a Professor Hagg as

a young man and had learned to play the
baritone horn, guitar, bass fiddle, and
violin., He later put this talent at the
disposal of others and taught music to
many members of the Key West community,
including "Patchy" Bain, Casper Williams,
Shedrack Hannibal, Henry McKinney, Eddie
Ward, Campbell Jones, Remmy Jones, Will-
iam McKenzie, Carol Tynes, Jr., etc.

Enver said she remembers the yard
being full of pupils, and soon her daddy
had to rent rooms for teaching. At one
point he said to her that he had so many
pupils that he would have to form a band.
He did, and the band was called '"The Han-
nibal Coronet Band," and they played at
public events, parades, funerals, etc.

A group of his musicians spun off and
formed "The Victory Band,' which played
jazz, but when they were needed for the
marching band they would return.

~ "Jee'" had no liking for jazz, and if
Enver, who is a pianist, was heard play-
ing -this music, her daddy would be sure
to call in and ask that the noise be
stopped. But the music he liked he
played. One-of his best friends was a
musical prodigy named '"Baby' Gutierrez.
"Baby" as a young man in Cuba had played
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"Brick” Sunday - note the little children holding up bricks in their hands.
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before rtoyalty and was a versatile musi-
cian. In the band he would play the
flute and the clarinet, but nights on .
the Hannibal porch he would play his
violin while his friend "Joe'" would play
the guitar. -The neighbors would come
out to listen and to dance. The men en-
joyed playing waltzes, semi-classical
selections, music from Nassau, etc. Of-
ten other musicians would join them.
Harry Chipchase, whose step-grandmother
was a Hannibal, would play trombone, and
Enver the piano.

When a former Key West man, Frank
Perdomo, would come to town to visit,
he'd get together with Eli Albury, Vic-
tor Tynes, ''Baby," and "Joe" "at the Han-
nibal house, and everyone would make mus
ic and sing and have a wonderful time.

1

When Jessie Porter Newton's daugh-
ter Caroline got married, it was "Joe"
and "Baby" who provided the music. "Miss"
Jessie knew "Joe" well and spoke glowing-
ly of him. 'He was an aristocrat,' she
said. The Hannibals and the Porters were
very close, and "Joe's" sister, Purcilla,
stayed with the Porters for years and
years. Of her, "Miss" Jessie said,

"She was a benediction to have around."
Among the houses that '"Joe'™ built was the
pretty little cottage around the corner
from "Miss' Jessie's on Whitehead Street.
Originally built for Wallace Kirk, it was
the home for many years of Burt Garnett.

Another marvelous musical happening
of just a handful of years ago was the
performance of musical dramas called can-
tatas. These dramas were sung and were
based on biblical themes. Such cantatas
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m
’ as Jeptha, Queen Esther, and Belchazzar
were put on with as many as 15 leads and
a big chorus with everyone dressed in
biblical costumes. The performances were
put on at the old Garden Theatre or the
Samaritan Hall or the Modern Theatre.
"Joe'" directed some of them, as did Sis-
ter Myrtle Dean and Mildred Shavers.

Just imagine what a treat it would be

Bethel A.M.E. Zion CHurch at Thomas and
Truman - "Joe" and his brothers worked

on that one. And for a special treat,
look at the St. Peter's Church'on Centre
Street - "Joe" designed and built it with
the help of others. Go inside if you
have the chance and look at the ceiling -
it is fine viewing.
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Wildgoose is the daughter of Shedrack,
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also), who was the son of Samuel. The
famous Skinner of Sloppy Joe's fame was
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Earthabell Robinson is the grand-daughter
of Cecelia. Harry Chipchase, as we men-
“tioned before, is the step-grandson of
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